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and as a result saved the French wine industry.
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The French connection still exists

Parts of Texas share the same ideal grape growing

French vintners have offered their advice and counsel
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Grape growing and wine production have become economic success stories
in numerous states throughout the country,

but it hasn't been easy.
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supporting the U S wine industry.
It is my hope to conduct future hearings
to ensure the industry's fullest growth potential.
In case you're wondering, I am told that Texas Chenin Blancs and
Emerald Rieslings go best with Mexican food.
It seems their sweetness
and fruity flavor balance the spiciness of the food. Only in Texas!

iF

iF

iF

What began in 1790 and has taken place every ten years
since?
If you said the census, you're right.
Although the 1990 Census
of population is the most recent, a separate and more specific census
will be taken this year.

FARMERS COUNT -

The 1992 Agriculture Census,begun in 1840 and performed every 5
rather than 10 years, is a major source of facts about the structure of
the

Nation:s

comprehensive

production

agriculture.

county-level data and

It
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of

is

sought by land grant universities
for research projects to serve farmers; by farm organizations to evaluate
and analyze programs; and by lawmakers to help meet the changing needs
of the America's largest industry.
State and local governments use census data for planning rural
development,
agricultural research,
and extension programs.
Congress
and Federal agencies use census data in drafting legislation and planning
programs that affect the industry.
The census also provides much needed
data for current statistical series as the Gross National Product, Producer
Price Index and more.
Two important things to note about this agriculture census.
First,
all those farm and ranch operators who receive a census form are required
by law to return their forms by February 1, 1993.
Those not responding
by that date are contacted by mail or telephone.
Second, the same law
which requires their participation, also protects the privacy of their
reports.
Individual census report forms are confidential and cannot be
used for purposes of taxation, investigation, or regulation, and are exempt
from the Freedom of Information Act.
If you've ever completed one of these forms, you may also be interested
to know that the questions are compiled by many of your peers.
Farmers,
ranchers, farm and ranch organizations, farm suppliers, land grant colleges,
and publishers of farm magazines.
A farm, for statistical purposes, is any place from which $1,000
or more of agricultural products were produced and sold, or normally would
have been sold during a census year.
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BRANCHING OUT

Recognizing the growing economic importance of Hispanic
firms, the U S Small Business Administration (SBA) has begun airing
nationwide,
a
Spanish-language
public
service
radio
announcement
highlighting the contribution of small business to the nation's economy
and offering the agency's assistance.
Census data show exceptional growth in 'both the numbers and income
of Hispanic-owned businesses in the United Sta~es. Their business creation
numbers are up, their profi ts are up, their employment is up, and they
are moving beyond
the
traditional retail and
service arenas
into
manufacturing and wholesaling.
The SBA was created in 1953 to help small businesses get started,
stay in business, and grow.
If you or someone you know is interesteq
in available assistance from SBA, please contact one of my offices.
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VISITORS FROM HOME - Cindy Swanberg of McAllen; Charlie Vaughn of Weslaco;
Anne Torres, Jose Najar, Alvilda Everett, Johnnie Cavazos, and F H & Tammy
Canales of Benavides; Jeanne Le Norman and Enriqueta Ramirez of Edinburg.
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